
 

 

 

Minutes, Stogumber Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Thursday 10th November 2022, at the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

(in the format to be presented to the next meeting for approval) 

 

Present: 

Cllrs M Symes (Chairman), T Brick, J Foley, C Bramall, C Matravers, A White, T Vesey, N 

Browne (after agenda item 5) 

C Morrison-Jones (clerk)  

SCC Cllr M Kravis 

2 x members of the public 

 

Public speaking: 

Would the PC support an application for brown tourism sign for the village? 
 

 

SCC Cllr Kravis: 

- LGR/LCNs taking up a lot of time. Structure was published for senior team 

members today 

- Finance issues, exacerbated by recruitment issues. 

- Increase to the payment for Somerset families hosting Ukranian families to 

£750 per month 

- Taunton Town Council is now formed and have appointed their shadow chair 

& vice 

 

The Parish Council noted its sadness at the recent death of Anthony Trollope-Bellew and 

requested that the clerk write a letter of condolence to his family 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies received from Cllr V Sellick and SCC Cllr C Lawrence 

 

2. Declarations of Interest/Dispensations 

CB & AW – Beacon Field (as neighbours) 

 

3. Receive and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on   

29th September 2022 

       The minutes were approved by Members and signed by the Chairman as a true and    

       accurate record of the previous meeting. 

 

4. Any matters arising from the minutes not covered by the agenda items below 

None 

 

5. Co-option of a new Member  

        SWT have confirmed that they have received no call for election, so the PC is free to co- 

        opt a new Member. 

        Nicholas Browne indicated a willingness to join the PC and Members resolved to co-opt  

        him onto the PC with immediate effect. 

        After signing his acceptance of office form, N Browne joined the rest of the meeting as a       

        councillor 



 

 

6. To elect a Vice-Chair 

       Councillors resolved to elect Cllr T Brick as Vice-Chair and she signed an acceptance of  

       office form 

 

7. Somerset Unitary 

Vesting day is 1st April 2023. District employees will automatically be transferred to 

Somerset Council 

Main issue will be budget -a £25 million shortfall 

i) MS & JF and the clerk attended a meeting of parishes on Exmoor 13th October 

that discussed the new LCNs 

ii) The PC has received notification that the precept for 23/24 (to be paid by the new   

Unitary authority) will be paid in full at the beginning of the financial year, rather 

than two 6 monthly payments as carried out by SWT 

iii) The clerk again raised the issue of inequality in SWT (TD PCs still receive an 

annual maintenance grant, WS PCs do not) and asked would this be addressed 

under the new unitary.  

            A response received states that once the new Council is established on the 1st  

            April 2023, “it would be for elected representatives to consider whether they wish  

            to review these grant payments, consider any existing inconsistencies and assess   

            whether they wish to see a new policy/approach developed for the Somerset  

            Unitary Council. At this stage SCC are not able to confirm when a review of  

            these grant payments will take place. That said, SCC will ensure the matter is   

            considered through the financial planning process for the Unitary Council.” 

            Councillors requested that the clerk send this email to all West Somerset parishes  

            for their information and to ensure that they are aware of the funding inequality.  

 

Cllr Marcus Kravis left meeting at this point 

 

 8.   The Beacon Field:  

                a) Beacon repainting and securing 

                    Still ongoing 

                b) The biodiversity project 

                     The final part of the biodiversity project (the supporting frame for the  

                      information board) has now been completed. The total completed project has  

                      cost £7,425.82 (ex VAT). 

                      The PC was awarded a grant of £9,670 by SCC so the underspend (due in the  

                      main to the decision not to purchase a scythe mower) will be returned to SCC. 

                      The clerk has been requested to complete a ‘monitoring and review’ survey on  

                      behalf of the PC and to submit the costings spreadsheet for evaluation by SCC.    

                      SCC will then invoice the PC for the unspent grant money 

                c) Footpath from the car park 

                     It was agreed to ask a surveyor to draw up some rudimentary plans / carry out a  

                     feasibility study on constructing a footpath from car park to road and then  

                     involve a groundworker to get an approx. cost for the work required 

                     Councillors resolved to earmark funds of £5000 towards the path project  

                d) Hedge cutting 

                     The hedge cutting for 2022 has now been carried out. Some manual trimming is  

                     required to tidy up other areas.  

 

 



 

 

                e) Free trees from SWT 

                    26 hazel trees (and supports and protective spirals) have been ordered by the PC  

                    from SWT. These will be planted in the Beacon Field in the nut wood (some of  

                    the original whips have failed over the summer due to drought) 

                    The trees will be available for collection in the week commencing 21st  

                    November from Taunton Deane Nurseries. CB has volunteered to collect the  

                    trees and work with the biodiversity project volunteers to plant them 

                f)  Waste bin 

                     Following consultation with councillors, the clerk reported that the waste bin  

                     emptying contract with ID Verde has been renewed for another year at a cost of  

                     £308.88 (inc VAT) 

                g) Any other matters concerning the Beacon Field or car park 

                     i)  Councillors resolved to purchase 3 bare root English oak trees to replace the  

                          small ones that have failed over the summer. One tree is to be dedicated to  

                          the memory of Anthony Trollope-Bellew. MS to investigate costs. 

                     ii)  the original van left in the car park has now been moved but there is now  

                           another white van, owner unknown, which has been parked untouched for  

                           some time. MS offered to speak to the PCSO  

 

 9.   Highways / Footpaths 

                a) Previously reported matters concerning Highways or Footpaths 

                    The streetlights outside Slade Close are now working.  

                b) Raised footpath along Station Road 

                     Highways had previously confirmed that work was scheduled to commence on  

                     7th November for 5 days. Highways have now advised that the dates have now  

                      been moved to 29th November – 5th December inclusive 

                c) Lighting along footpath through church yard 

                    Originally the permits SCC suggested were required were:  

                       - right of way change of surface permit  

                       - section 50 licence to dig up a  

                    The PC has now been advised that instead of section 50, a section 171   

                        (Application for minor works (involving excavations) on or near the public  

                     highway) licence is required @ £232.00. The section 171 is only valid for one  

                     month so careful timing would be required with the contractor to ensure that the  

                     work could take place at the specified time 

                     Councillors resolved that the clerk to go ahead and gain the permissions needed  

                      and place the order for the lights 

                d) Brown tourism signs 

                     It was noted that this had previously been discussed by the PC but Covid 

                     interrupted progress. The previously suggested locations for signs were    

                     Woolston moor, Hartrow and Crowcombe crossroads. 

                     Councillors agreed that the PC would be happy to make the application (in  

                     consultation with interested parties) and co-ordinate  

                     donations towards the cost of the signage. It may also be able to provide some  

                      funding towards the project. 

                e) Any other matters concerning Highways or Footpaths 

                       i)    The pothole at Ashbeer (between Hartrow & Pixies Laughter) is so large   

                              now that someone has put a cone in it 

                       ii)   Knoll Lane has a large build up of soil on its surface and is very slippery 

                       iii)  When the telephone wire on Station Road was damaged, Openreach were   



 

 

           unable to fix immediately because the road has a 60mph limit. CB   

                              requested that the PC revisit the request for a 30mph limit through the             

                              village 

                       iv)  the brambles need clearing back from the path to the cricket club. MS   

                              offered to speak to the owner) 

 

 10.    The Village Shop 

          The clerk had previously circulated to councillors an advice document produced by  

          NALC, the Good Councillors Guide to Community Business. The document confirms  

          that, without the power of General competence, the PC cannot run a business, but it  

          would be possible for the PC to consider awarding a grant to a formally constituted  

          community group 

          The shop will close on 31st March 2023 if no purchaser is found. The Post Office will  

          be informed at end of December as they have to receive 3 months’ notice, but if a  

          community led shop were to be considered the owners have indicated that they would  

          consider lease of the premises with favourable conditions 

          It was resolved to call a village meeting to discuss the future of the shop. MS would try  

          to invite a speaker from an established community shop to speak on their experiences  

          of setting one up.  

 

 11.   New Item of Playground Equipment 

         MortiSport returned to site on 10th October and re-tensioned the netting and addressed  

         the issues raised by the inspector with the grass mats. 

         Photographs of the remedial work was sent to the Play Inspection company who were  

         satisfied that the equipment had now been satisfactorily installed and that there would   

         be no need for the inspector to return to site. 

         During this visit Morti Sport also removed the heras safety fencing surrounding the net. 

         Upon confirmation from the inspection company that the installation had now been  

         completed correctly, a cheque to Morti Sport for the retained 15% of the total cost was  

         authorised. 

 

 12.   Planning: 

                  a)  To consider planning application T/31/22/001  

                        Notification to carry out management works to one Katsura tree within   

                        Stogumber Conservation Area  

                        Wick Barton, 2 - 3 Shute Street, Stogumber, TA4 3TU 

                        It was resolved to approve this application 

                  b)  Previously reported planning concerns 

                        None 

                  c)  Any other matters concerning planning  

                        None 

 

 13.   Finance 

                  a) To approve bank reconciliation, 30.9.22 

                      Councillors resolved to approve the bank reconciliation, dated 30.9.22, of  

                      £34,290.70. £4,480.43 of this balance is held in reserved funds. 

                  b) Consider grant to Stogumber Playground Association 

                       No grant required at this point in time 

                  c) Request from Stogumber Lunch Club for the PC to release funds held on  

                      their behalf 



 

 

                      The Stogumber Lunch Club have requested the release of the funds held by  

                      SPC (£390) on their behalf. Councillors resolved to release the funds. 

                  d) Approve NALC pay award, backdated to April 2022 

                      Councillors resolved to approve the NALC approved pay award and implement  

                      it immediately, backdated to 1st April 2022 

                  e) Payments to approve  

                      C Morrison-Jones £776.67 Salary & expenses 

                      HMRC                         £103.40 PAYE 

                      Kate Butler          £390             Lunch club money held by PC 

                      Hall hire               £80             May, July and September 2022 

                      Taunton Oak            £127.50 Frame for biodiversity information board 

                      P Sawatzski            £192.00 Beacon Field hedge trimming 

                      Payments made since the last meeting 

                      Cheque payments 

                      IDVerde Ltd            £308.88 Waste bin, annual renewal 

                      Direct debit payments 

                      PWLB repayment       £3223.02            Beacon Field loan repayment          

                  f) Amounts receive 

                      None 

                  g) Suggested items to consider when setting the 23/24 budget 

                      Councillors were invited to suggest projects /items that should be incorporated  

                      into the 22/23 budget discussion in January 

• Coronation celebrations 

• £5000 in next years budget for footpath to school to add to earmarked  

       funds 

                  h) Any other financial matters reported to the clerk prior to the meeting 

                       None 

 

14.   Parish noticeboard at Capton  

        It was agreed that the purchase of a similar replacement board (that should last another 5  

        years) was more cost effective than the costs involved to purchase a bespoke, glazed   

        unit. Subject to the continued consent of the homeowner to ‘host’ the board on their  

        land, the clerk should proceed with purchase. MS offered to install the board once  

        purchased. 

 

15.   Items of report and matters for the next meeting  

        Consider changing the banking provider for the PC to a provider that supports internet  

        banking with dual signatory authorisation.  

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.37 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Minutes, Stogumber Playground Association Meeting 
10th November 2022, commencing at 21.37 

at the Village Hall 

(in the format to be presented to the next meeting for approval) 

 

Present: 

Cllrs M Symes (Chairman), T Brick, J Foley, C Bramall, C Matravers, A White, N Browne, 

T Vesey 

C Morrison-Jones (clerk)  

 

1. To receive any apologies for absence 

Apologies received from Cllr V Sellick 

 

2.      To approve the minutes of Playground Association meeting held on 29th     

     September 2022 

            The minutes were approved by Members and signed by the Chairman as a true and  

            accurate record of the previous meeting  

 

3. Any matters arising from the minutes not covered below  

None 

 

4.          Playground upkeep:  

                         a)     New piece of equipment 

                                 As noted at the PC meeting the new climbing net is now installed and in       

                                 use 

                         b)     Any other matters concerning playground upkeep 

                                 i) AW noted that when she carried out her last inspection a family with  

                                     two dogs were playing ball on the BMX track. The notice currently in  

                                     place says no dogs on playground but to make clear that this means  

                                     the whole area it was resolved to buy 3 ‘no dogs’ signs (A4 size) 

                                  ii) The wooden take off point for the slide has been damaged. MS will  

                                       ask C Moss to repair.  

 

5.            Finance: 

                         a)     Payments to approve 

                                  Fields in Trust    play area liability insurance £62.00 

                         b)     Amounts received 

                                  None 

                         c)     Approve bank reconciliation 

                                 As there has been no financial movement within the account since the  

                                 previous meeting the previously approved bank reconciliation dated  

                                 31.3.22 of £227.96 is still correct 

                         d)     Charity Commission; end of year accounts 

                                  The clerk reported that the accounts for 21/22 had been filed with the  

                                   Charity Commission on 2nd November 2022 

 

6.           Any other business by permission of the Chairman 

              None 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.45 


