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Stogumber Parish Council, 12th March 2020 

 

Chair ……………………………………..                      Date …………………………………… 
 

 

Stogumber Parish Council  

Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Thursday 12th March 2020 

at Deane Close Common Room, commencing at 7.30pm 

 

 

PRESENT 

Cllrs C Bramall (Chair), M Symes (Vice-chair), T Vesey, T Brick, V Sellick, A White, C Matravers, G 

Tuckfield 

C Morrison-Jones (clerk) 

SWT Cllr P Pilkington 

1 x members of the public, K Dawson 

 

 

1) To receive any apologies of absence 

SCC Cllr C Lawrence 

SWT Cllr M Kravis 

 

2) Declarations of Interest/Dispensations  

Cllrs CB and AW (Beacon Field – as neighbours) 

 

3) Public comments, questions or suggestions 

None 

 

4) District and County Councillor reports 

Cllr P Pilkington 

- SWT passed a budget in February – the books are balanced.  

- Still transitioning through Transformation 

- New staff structure being formed. Apologies for any disruptions noticed 

- Consultations on local plan and climate change are due to close soon – can comment online 

- Confirmed that Car park fees are rising across the whole district, in part to help fund the park and 

rides in Taunton 

 

5) Minutes of Parish Council meeting on 9.1.20 and planning meetings held on 1.2.20 (x2), 22.2.20   

and 29.2.20 

           The minutes for the above meetings were approved by councillors and signed by the Chair as a true  

           record 

 

6) Any matters arising from the minutes not covered by the agenda items below 

None 

 

      7)  Community Garden / Allotments 

            Kevin Dawson reported that thoughts had moved on from the idea of allotments and now thinking  

            towards a community garden. Ann Howe and Kevin have distributed some flyers around the village  

            with a mixed response: 15 expressions of interest have been received, including the school. This  

            raises the question of what size area is needed and the siting in the Beacon Field needed addressing –  
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            water is only currently available at the trough and there needs to be good, year round access to the  

            plot….an area by the community orchard was put forward and councillors also suggested possibly  

            siting on the two area by the access track? 

             

            Councillors noted that when the community orchard was started it was on the understanding that if  

             interest was lost the land would have to be put back as it was before. This should also be the case  

             with any community garden group and the Parish Council must not become involved in either  

             running / administering the area or any associated costs.  

             VS suggested an alternative to a community garden could be flower / garden areas around the                 

             village which would enhance and engage the whole community, rather than one specific area.  

             Councillors thought that this was a good suggestion that should be considered further 

             KD thanked councillors for their thoughts and input. This meeting had been seen as a chance to  

             feedback to the parish council and anticipated carrying out further research into funding and design  

             before coming back to the parish council at a later date with more details. 

             Councillors thanked KD for his work so far and look forward to an update in due course. 

 

1 member of the public left the meeting at this point 

 

      8)  Defibrillator 

           The clerk reported that the contract with South West Ambulance Service Trust (SWAST) renews on  

           12th May at a cost of £1800 (+VAT). 

            £316.04 is already held in reserved funds by the PC and a grant application for partial funding (£835)  

            has been submitted to the Somerset Community Foundation; the result of the application should be  

            known by mid-March. 

            Joe Hull has agreed to carry on as ‘guardian of the defibrillator’, carrying out the required equipment  

            checks and reporting back to SWAST. 

            Fundraising suggestions:  

            TV suggested a collection at the VE75 celebrations for the defibrillator? 

            GT offered to put an article in the Stogumber Standard to request donations 

 

9)  The Beacon Field 

a) Signage 

     Sign indicating ‘Village Car Park’. It was thought that there should be one at the field and  

     one at Majors corner.  

     CB offered to investigate signage styles and prices 

     It was noted that a new sign to remind people to pick up dog waste was needed on the for  

     picking up dog waste for beacon field gate-clerk to source 

       b) Parking requests - Gardens Open, June 13-14th 

                                         -  NGS Gardens, June 21st 

            Councillors agreed to the above requests for parking in the field 

       c) Any other matters concerning the Beacon Field or Car Park 

            None 

 

      10)  VE75 celebrations 

              CB reported that he had met with the various village organisations and the below format had been   

              agreed: 

• Tea and cake in the church yard. 

• Music from Stoggy Men and the Stoggettes 

• The cricket club are going to set up a BBQ 
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• The pub will be open all day from 12 o clock and has offered the use of the round tables 

from the skittle ally 

• The Church bells will ring and will be using the church toilets and tea making facilities 

• The Parish Council Chair to read a pre-prepared speech 

• A child to read a poem 

• A reminiscence from someone who remembers VE day 

                 TV offered to ask if CRASH can provide funding 

 

      11)  Highways / Footpaths 

                  a) Updates on previously reported issues 

                       The clerk had nothing to report as there had been no feedback from Highways 

                       SWT Cllr PP suggested logging faults on the Highways website   

                       https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-pothole-or-road-defect/ 

                       rather than emailing Highways directly. This site can also be used by members of the public. 

                  b) Tourist information signage  

                       The clerk reported no further feedback from the villager group requesting the signs 

                  c) Temporary Road Closures 

                       None to report 

                  d) Any issues to report 

          i)    Cone in a very large pot hole between Pixies Laughter and Hartrow 

          ii)   Large amount of soil on lower Wood Lane, Combe Cross Lane 

          iii)  Pot holes, Wood Lane 

          iv)  Pot holes, Lower Preston Lane 

 

      12) Joint parishes climate meeting 

            TV and VS attended a meeting as representatives of SPC. There were also representatives from    

            Crowcombe (1), Sampford Brett (1) and Bicknoller (2). 

            Stogumber wants more development, as laid out in its NP: the other parishes don’t want any more  

            development so there was not a basis to unite in a joint parishes group as opinions are too varied. 

            A letter was received by SPC from Elaine Watson regarding a potential climate change workshop in  

            the parish. The clerk was requested to respond indicating that it was happy to attend the proposed  

            meeting – the Parish Council is keen to support environmental betterment aims within the parish 

 

      13) SW&T consultations: 

                  a) Local Plan Issues and Options Document 

                      An online response can be logged by individuals  

                  b) Employment Local Development Order (LDO) for small scale industrial space 

                      An online response can be logged by individuals 

 

      14)   Meetings: 

                  a) Set a date for the Annual Parish Meeting  

                      14th May 2020, start at 7pm 

                  b) set meeting dates for the 2020/21 municipal year 

                       Thursday 14th May 2020    

                       Thursday 9th July 2020 

                       Thursday 10th September 2020 

                       Thursday 12th November 2020 

                       Thursday 14th January 2021 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-pothole-or-road-defect/
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                       Thursday 11th March 2021 

 

15)  Finance 

a) Payments to approve  

Clerks Salary                                                       £550.90 

HMRC                                                                  £56.20 

Clerk’s expenses                                               £64.79 

Stogumber Play Ground Association, grant              £400.00 

b) Amounts received 

None 

c) Approve bank reconciliation 

Councillors resolved to approve the bank reconciliation, dated 31.1.20, of £21,338.35. 

£1,866.04 of this balance is held in reserved funds 

d) Review Asset Register 

      Councillors agreed that the previously circulated list of council assets was correct 

e) Review Internal Controls Document 

Councillors agreed that the previously circulated internal control document was fit for 

purpose  

f) Review Risk Management Document 

Councillors agreed that the previously circulated internal control document was fit for 

purpose  

g) Consider appointment of Internal Auditor 

The clerk was authorised to request that Katriona Smith carries out the audit again for the 

2019/20 financial year 

h) Any other financial matters  

Councillors agreed to award a grant to Stogumber Play Ground Association of  £400  

 

      16)  Planning: 

       a)  Previously considered applications  

                  i)  3/31/19/019 Demolish thatched porch and replace with wrap around garden room to 

front and side elevations. Vexford Cottage, 8 Higher Vexford, Sheepstealing Lane, TA4 3QF  

Granted  

               ii) 3/31/19/017 & 18 Erection of a single storey extension and sunroom to the rear  

Shasta Cottage, 3 Velllow Road TA4 3TL  

Granted 

               iii)  3/31/19/016 Erection of 1 No. dwelling with detached garage and associated works  

The Garden House, Wood Lane, Stogumber.  

Granted 

                  iv) CA/31/20/001 Notification to carry out management works to one sweet chestnut 

within Stogumber Conservation Area. 5 Old Way, Stogumber, Taunton, TA4 3SX  

No Objection Raised 

                    v) 6/31/19/003 Proposed ground floor and first floor extensions together with new 

sunroom and rear entrance, new balcony and external terrace. Springwater Farm, Maunsborough 

Lane, Elworthy, Taunton, Somerset 

Granted 

       b)  Any other planning matters reported to the clerk before the meeting 

planning application received /31/20/003 Erection of a shed 

5 Archers Grove, Stogumber, Taunton, TA4 3AJ 

It was resolved to hold a site planning meeting on 21st March at 9am to consider this application  
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      17)  Any other business by permission of the Chairman  

              None. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.25 

 

 

 
 


