
 

 

 

 

Minutes, Stogumber Parish Council  

Parish Council Meeting 
held virtually on Zoom on Thursday 12th November 2020 

commencing at 7.30pm 

 

(in the format to be presented at the next meeting for approval) 

 

PRESENT: 

Cllrs C Bramall (Chair), M Symes (Vice), T Vesey, C Matravers, T Brick, A White, V Sellick 

C Morrison-Jones (clerk) 

SWT Cllrs P Pilkington and M Kravis  

SCC Cllr C Lawrence  

10 x members of the public 

 

1) To receive any apologies of absence 

Cllrs R Foster and G Tuckfield 

 

2) Declarations of Interest/Dispensations  

CB & AW – Beacon Field, as neighbours 

VS – footpaths  

 

3) To approve the minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 10th September 2020 

The minutes were approved for signature by the Chairman as a true and accurate record of the 

previous meeting. The minutes will be signed when the parish council next meet in person 

 

4) District and County Councillor reports 

SCC Cllr C Lawrence –  

Covid- we all need to keep on being sensible, wearing masks and keep social distance etc. f you 

know of anyone that needs any help 0300 790 6275 (the number is open 7 days a week). 

Communities have been amazing in helping each other. Village agents have dealt with 53000 calls so 

far.  

Village preschool – there have been suggested ways that funding could be obtained. There will be a 

delay within the closing and hopeful reopening but there is hope that childcare will be able to be re-

established in the community 

 

SW&T Cllr P Pilkington – 

The Climate Change Strategy has been ratified by SW&T and is to be ratified by County soon. 

The E scooter trial in Taunton now been live for a week with about 1000 people signed up in the first 

week 

 

SW&T Cllr M Kravis –  

Apologies for not attending PC meetings recently. 

SW&T have been busy during Covid. The resources team are busy sorting the next batch of business 

grants that are going out. Trying to learn from the 1st wave in dealing with the 2nd wave 

            The unused fire control building in Taunton is being refitted as a diagnostic centre for Musgrove  

            hospital  

 

5) Public comments or questions 

Members of the public spoke to promote suggestions for schemes to apply for grant funding under 

the Climate Emergency Fund Scheme launched by SCC. 



 

 

 

 

   Proposal 1. Tree and wildflower planting 

           Biodiversity and climate emergency are interlinked. 

           Proposes that 30% of field to be planted with trees by orchard side, trees to be widely spaced    

                        to maintain views  

            Keeping field diverse and a beacon for the whole village 

            Micro-forest – experiment of carbon capture  

            Bid will include the purchase of power scythe to allow paths to be cut and maintained 

            Purchase of house martin & swift boxes  

            Interpretation boards 

            Planting wildflowers and bulbs 

            Plan to buy materials etc locally (Triscombe nurseries are the preferred supplier)  

            An area of tiny forest - planting tree whips at high density behind a fence 

 

Proposal 2. Outdoor shelter  

                        Learning outside the classroom is a valuable learning experience and children learn and love     

                        their lands and home 

Good outdoor space for older community members. Outdoor space is even more important 

since Covid 

Potentially could have detachable sides for poor weather 

Preferred supplier (Morti Sport) is a local firm 

        

                   Proposal 3. Electric vehicle charging point.  

                          A quote has now been obtained and it appears possible without major obstacles 

                          Power can be taken off pole on opposite side of road to Beacon Field direct to a pole by  

                          hardstanding car park.  

                          Would result in 2 charging points with payment via mobile phone app 

 

6) Consider proposals for possible inclusion in Parish Council grant application to the SCC 

Climate Emergency Fund 

Prior to councillors considering the proposals, the clerk read out a briefing outlining the spending 

restrictions imposed by law on a Parish Council and relevant details on funding applications from the 

climate emergency funding, all of which would need taking into consideration when deciding how to 

proceed with any application. 

Any decisions in arrived at by the PC in principle tonight would be subject to confirmation with 

SALC and the SCC Climate Emergency Fund that the proposed application is compliant with both 

the  relevant legislation that governs Parish Councils and the rules of the Fund 

Christine Lawrence offered to speak with SCC to see if the apparent issues with regard to s137 

spending limits were understood by the Fund and to see if the funding rules were going to be altered 

to ensure that smaller PCs are not disadvantaged during the process. 

                i)  electric car charging point in the Beacon Field car park 

Councillors noted that this matter had been on the PC agenda for some time. Having received 

confirmation from Western Power that it is possible to get power to site it appears that this grant 

opportunity will enable it to proceed. Charges for use must be realistic; the PC must not be 

subsidising more affluent parishioners and visitors. Further investigation was required for ongoing 

charges and costs after initial set up. 

Members unanimously resolved to proceed with a grant application to the Fund for this project. 

                 ii)  tree and wildflower planting in the Beacon field 

Councillors resolved that a grant application would be made by the PC, with the implementation and 

future maintenance of the project to be the responsibility of the tree planting group.  

   iii)  an outdoor shelter / classroom 



 

 

 

Councillors resolved to make a grant application for an open sided shelter to be located in the 

Beacon Field. It was felt that it would be sensible to fence it to prevent it becoming a ‘dog toilet 

area’ and that it needs to be far enough away from hedges to allow for trimming and maintenance  

 

Councillors thanked all those present for their contributions and effort so far on the proposals. 

 

All members of the public left the meeting at this point 

 

      7)   Any matters arising from the minutes not covered by the agenda items below 

            None 

 

8)   The Beacon Field:  

           a) Car Park signage 

           Two ‘Village Car Park’ signs (green with white writing) have now been purchased and erected –   

           one at the Beacon Field entrance and one by Sawpits 

           b) Litter bin  

           The contract for weekly emptying of the litter bin at the Beacon Field has been renewed for  

                  another year with ID Verde 

           c) Any other matters concerning the Beacon Field or car park 

           None 

 

      9)   Highways / Footpaths 

                  a) previously reported matters concerning Highways or Footpaths 

                          i)  hedge overhanging Station Road – matters are in hand. The PC has been informed that a  

                               contractor has been engaged by the hedge owner to cut hedge in near future 

                          ii) the previously noted issues of mud and blocked grips have been reported but appear to  

                                have not yet been actioned by Highways, clerk to re-report   

                  b) any other matters concerning Highways or Footpaths 

                       Pot hole between Hartrow and Pixies Laughter 

 

      10)   Planning:  

                  a)  Any current planning concerns  

                       Higher Preston Farm; in the process of applying for a barn conversion 

                  b)  Previously reported planning concerns 

                        i) SWT have confirmed that the concerns regarding the barn construction at Nevys Farm 

raised by the PC is covered under the granted planning permission where it is referred to as 

an outbuilding 

                        ii)  3/31/20/017  

                        Barn at Boarpath Lane, Rexton Lane, Lydeard St Lawrence, TA4 3QL 

                        Conversion of agricultural barn to 1 No. dwelling (Class C3a) with associated works  

                        Previously supported by SPC. Application granted by SW&T, 7.10.20 

                  c)  For report: planning applications responded to under delegated powers since the last 

                        meeting 

                        The following applications have been responded to by the clerk under delegated powers 

following electronic consultation with Members:   

                              i)    3/31/20/019 on Wick House, 2 Brook Street, Stogumber, TA4 3SZ 

                                    Change of use of guesthouse (Class C1) into 1 No. dwelling (Class C3(a)) 

                                    Supported by SPC. Application granted by SW&T, 5.11.20 

                              ii)   3/31/20/018 on Northam Mill, 4 Water Lane, Stogumber, Taunton, TA4 3TT 

                                     Erection of first floor and single storey rear extensions 

                                     Supported by SPC. Application granted by SW&T, 5.11.20 

 

      11)  Church yard noticeboard 



 

 

 

              The PCC have transferred ownership of the noticeboard itself to the Parish Council, and at the same 

time give the Parish Council permission to leave that noticeboard, or a replacement, in the current 

position until such time as the PCC gives notice for its removal. The notice period being, being 

              6 months. It was noted that the board will require a coat of varnish 

 

      12)  Defibrillator – SCF grant application update 

              Somerset Community Foundation have now awarded a grant of £835 to the PC towards the 

defibrillator lease renewal. The normal SCF grant T&Cs require that the grant will not be used to 

pay for goods or services that have been bought or ordered before receiving written confirmation of 

the grant award. Fortunately, SCF have agreed that because of the extra ordinary circumstances 

presented by Covid they are happy, on this occasion, to lift this restriction so the PC can accept the 

grant. They agreed that the grant application was received well in advance of the required date to 

renew the lease, the application would have been agreed if considered in March as scheduled and 

that to delay renewing the lease would have additional costs - significant electrician’s fees to both 

remove the current defib and reinstall a new one once the PC re-signed with the Ambulance Trust. 

 

 

      13)   Finance 

            a)                    

             i)        Payments approved since the last meeting 

              ID Verde UK      £246.48 Beacon Field litter bin emptying Oct 2020-Sept 2021 

                    PJ Signs                  £288.00 Village car park signs 

              Water2business        £14.19 Beacon Field water  

              C Morrison-Jones     £564.40 Salary – Oct & Nov 2020 

              C Morrison-Jones       £30.39     Expenses & reimbursements   

              HMRC                     £59.60 PAYE  

              PWLB                 £3223.02 Beacon Field Loan Paid by d/d    

            ii)       Amounts received 

              SW&T                                                 2nd half of precept   £10,000.00 

              Somerset Community Foundation defibrillator grant             £835.00 

            iii)     Approve bank reconciliation 

              Councillors resolved to approve the bank reconciliation, dated 30.10.20, of £27,109.28.  

              £1,590 of this balance is held in reserved funds 

 

SCC Cllr C Lawrence, and SW&T Cllrs M Kravis and P Pilkington left the meeting at this point 

 

            b)      2019/20 AGAR Section 3 External Auditor Report and the conclusion of audit 

             The external auditors, PKF Littlejohn LLP, have completed the external audit for 2019/20 and  

              have stated that in their opinion the information in sections 1 & 2 of the AGAR is in accordance  

              with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to their attention giving cause for concern  

              that the relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. 

                    Under other matters not affecting their opinion it has been noted that the length if time between  

                    sections 1 & 2 of the AGAR being approved by the council and the commencement of the   

                    public rights period, whilst within the timing permitted by legislation, was a longer period of  

                    time than would be expected. The clerk had previously explained to the auditors the reason for  

                    the slight delay was due to the Covid restrictions, meaning that the meeting at which the AGAR  

                    was approved was held virtually over Zoom. The delay was to enable the necessary paperwork  

                    to be posted between the Clerk and Chairman, who both had to sign the AGAR after approval at  

                    the meeting. Under normal circumstances the AGAR would be signed on the night of the  

                    meeting. 

 

 

            c)       To consider the acquisition of a parish council debit card for minor purchases and  



 

 

 

                       facilitate on-line banking and electronic payments – update 

             The clerk reported that Lloyds bank appeared to offer the PC what was desired in terms of duel  

              authorisation, However Lloyds are not taking on any new business or account transfers during 

              Covid. Councillors resolved that until business could be transferred from NatWest and online  

              banking initiated, a debit card drawing from the PC current account could be obtained by the  

              clerk to be used for day to day administrative purchases. 

                   d)      Any other financial matters notified to the Clerk     

               None 

 

     14)  Any other business by permission of the Chairman  

            None 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.35 

 

 

 

 

Minutes, Stogumber Playground Association Meeting 

held virtually on Zoom on 12th November 2020, commencing at 21.35 

 

(in the format to be presented at the next meeting for approval) 

 

 

PRESENT: 

Cllrs C Bramall (Chair), M Symes (Vice), T Vesey, C Matravers, T Brick, A White, V Sellick, 

C Morrison-Jones (clerk) 

 

 

1) To receive any apologies of absence 

Cllrs R Foster and G Tuckfield 

 

2) Public comments or questions  

None 

 

3) To approve the minutes of Playground Association meeting held on 10th September 2020 

The minutes were approved for signature by the Chairman as a true and accurate record of the  

previous meeting. The minutes will be signed when the playground association next meet in person. 

 

4) Any matters arising from the minutes not covered below 

None 

 

5)            Playground upkeep:  

                     i)   Actions in regard to the second Covid -19 national lockdown       

Government regulations for the second lockdown period allow play areas to remain open. New notices  

have been placed on site reminding users of sensible usage rules, and the tube area of the railway piece  

of equipment has been taped off as councillors felt that it constituted an enclosed area. Councillors will  

continue to spray virucide on the pieces of play equipment during the weekly inspections 

                    ii)    Any other matters concerning playground upkeep 

It was drawn to the attention of the Council that, during the playground annual safety inspection, the  

condition of the multi-play unit of equipment was considered unsafe due to rotten timbers. The piece  

of equipment has been immediately taken out of use with signage and tape preventing and its removal  

from site will be organised. 



 

 

 

Thoughts are needed next year on what to replace it with; hopefully a grant application can be made  

for a new piece of equipment 

 

6)            Finance: 

                         a)     Payments approved since the last meeting 

National Playing Fields Association £90.00 Play area 3rd party liability insurance (via FiT) 

                         b)    Amounts received 

None 

                         c)     Approve bank reconciliation 

Councillors resolved to approve the bank reconciliation, dated 30.10.20, of £323.18 

 

7)           Any other business by permission of the Chairman 

          Gully by the gate is blocked again with water bubbling up and running onto the concrete. Clerk was  

          requested to contact Magna  

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.45 


