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Minutes, Stogumber Parish Council  

Parish Council Meeting 
Held virtually on Zoom on Thursday 14th January 2021 

(in the format to be presented to the next meeting for approval) 

 

 

7.30 pm         Presentation:  

Prior to the start of the formal meeting Jill Loader, Census Engagement Manager for Somerset from the 

Office for National Statistics, delivered a short presentation regarding the census that will take place this 

year, on 21st March 2021: 

• The census compulsory for the population for England & Wales. 

• The data collected is used to underpin the service delivery in the county 

• Her role is to engage populations, especially more challenging populations 

• First time that this will be a ‘digital first’ census  

• A pack will be sent to each household to allow them to complete online but a paper version can be 

requested 

• Emphasised that personal data is kept entirely confidential and not released for 101 years. It is not 

shared with any other government department.  

• Online benefits are increasing the speed of the census data being processed – useful data to be 

available by the end of the year 

• Census support centres are hoped to be set up across the county (if covid allows) to enable people to 

be helped complete their forms. A large field support team are being recruited to assist 

 

 

The Parish Council meeting commenced at 19.42 

 

 

PRESENT: 

Cllrs C Bramall (Chair), M Symes (Vice), T Vesey, C Matravers, A White, V Sellick. R Foster 

C Morrison-Jones (clerk) 

SWT Cllr M Kravis  

SCC Cllr C Lawrence  

Jill Loader, Census Engagement Manager (for her presentation only) 

1 x members of the public 

 

1) To receive any apologies of absence 

Cllrs T Brick & G Tuckfield 

SW&T Cllr P Pilkington 

 

2) Declarations of Interest/Dispensations  

CB & AW – Beacon Field (as neighbours) 

MS & RF – Springwater Farm planning application 

 

3) To approve the minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 12th November 2020 

The minutes were approved for signature by the Chairman as a true and accurate record of the 

previous meeting. The minutes will be signed when the parish council next meet in person 

 

      4)   Any matters arising from the minutes not covered by the agenda items below 

             None 
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      5) District and County Councillor reports 

            SCC Cllrs C Lawrence: 

• Still need to be very careful in regard to Covid. Hospitals are very full with Covid +ve  patients. 

Stay at home and stay apart. R rate is still high 

• MIND helpline, 01823 276892, if anyone needs any help or there is someone you are worried 

about. Help them to get the right help 

• Good news for rural areas – extra broadband cover is on its way. 3 groups are working together 

to get reliable broadband to 56,000 extra rural homes.  

• It is possible for people to apply for IT equipment to schools if there is only one computer in the 

house that is being used for business so therefore cannot be used by children for home schooling. 

Schools have been given funding for this. 

• Lunch boxes - SCC have put an extra £3 in every lunchbox. An extra £500,000 put in by SCC to 

help families in need 

• 700 County Council staff have gone to work for NHS in one form or another at present to help 

with the Covid effort and to ensure that the vaccination targets are met 

 

            SW&T Cllr M Kravis:  

• Just got the details back for a study for innovation in Taunton District. Looked at a hub and 

spoke model (innovation centre at Firepool but other centres spreading out from that) 

• Executive committee will be voting on the Somerset Growth Plan next week on how the 4 

districts will come out of Covid 

• The Police are moving into West Somerset House 

 

 

      6) Public comments or questions 

            Large vehicles in Castlake and Water Lane; HGVs are getting stuck / having problems. Satnavs are    

            directing them down unsuitable lanes. Could signage be put up to discourage HGVs / advise of the  

            potential hazards of proceeding? 

 

The member of the public left meeting 

 

      7) Parish Council grant applications to the SCC Climate Emergency Fund 

            All three applications – the electric vehicle charging points bid, the bio-diversity bid and the shelter  

            bid- were lodged with SCC before Christmas. The fund closed to applications on 12th January so the  

            PC must now wait to hear if its applications have been successful. Thanks must got to the many  

            people involved in preparing the bids for their time and effort. 

 

8)   The Beacon Field:  

           a) Grass Let 2021 

       Councillors resolved to ask the current tenant if he wished to renew for 2021 under the same terms  

       as the previous year. 

           b) Any other matters concerning the Beacon Field or car park 

       Hedge trimming has been done this week. 

 

      9)   Highways / Footpaths 

                  a) previously reported matters concerning Highways or Footpaths 

i. Hedge still hasn’t been trimmed by the Tythe Barn in Station Road. 

ii. None of the items previously reported to Highways appear to have been yet to be 

actioned 
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                  b) any other matters concerning Highways or Footpaths 

i. Is there a leaking pipe between Togford and Lane End Cottage? Clerk to contact 

Wessex Water to request investigation. 

ii. Regarding the issues raised by the member of the public during public speaking, the 

clerk was requested to contact Highways to ask if signage advising ‘not suitable for 

HGVs’ or similar could be installed at each end of Castlake Lane. CB offered to 

walk the road to enable the best place for signage to be identified before the clerk     

contacts Highways with the request. 

iii. The clerk was requested to follow up the repainting of the SLOW wording on the     

 roads into village as previously discussed with Highways.  

iv.  It was noted that a hedge on the right-hand side towards the main road by Woolston   

 Moor after railway was overgrowing the road. As this is in Bicknoller Parish the   

 clerk was asked to contact the Bicknoller clerk to see if it could be addressed 

 

MS & RF did not participate in agenda item 10a due to previously declared interests 

 

      10)   Planning:  

                  a)  Any current planning concerns  

                        6/31/21/101(Exmoor NP) 

                        Springwater Farm, ELWORTHY, LYDEARD ST. LAWRENCE, TAUNTON, TA4 3PY 

                        Alteration/Lift Condition: Proposed variation of Condition 2 of approved application 

6/31/19/003 to allow alterations to the position and configuration of windows and the 

removal of 2 no. gabled dormer roofs. 

                        Councillors resolved to support the application.  

                  b)  Previously reported planning concerns 

                       None 

                  c)  Planning applications responded to under delegated powers since the last meeting 

                        31/20/002 on Barn at Higher Preston Farm, Preston Lane, Stogumber, TA4 3QQ. Supported 

by councillors and a response sent to SW&T by the clerk under delegated powers 

 

      11)   Finance 

a) To approve bank reconciliation 

 Councillors resolved to approve the bank reconciliation, dated 30.11.20, of £23,231.93. 

£1,590 of this balance is held in reserved funds. 

b) Payments to approve  

Cheques: 

C Morrison-Jones           £722.96   Salary, Dec 2020 & Jan 2021 and expenses 

HMRC                             £97.04   PAYE & NI 

PKF Littlejohn                       £240.00   External auditors 

Information Commissioner £40.00   Data protection registration 

Debit card Payments: 

5.1.21 Zoom Subscription (5.1-4.2.21)            £14.39  

5.1.21 Amazon             Stamps                   £22.90  

c) Amounts received 

None 

d) Budget and precept setting 2021/22  

The clerk had previously prepared budget calculations and circulated them to councillors for 

consideration. 

If the precept is to remain at a similar level to 2020/21, then the PC will need to look towards 

fundraising / grant applications to fund any new projects in 2021/22 in order to allow the PC 

to consolidate its financial position 
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Councillors resolved to set the precept for 2021/22 at £20,500, a £500 increase from 2020/21. 

This will result in a slight rise of £1.81 in the annual charge for a band D property which will 

be £63.79 for 2021-22. 

e) Parish Council debit card  

                       The clerk reported that a debit card had now been issued on the PC current account for use by  

                        the clerk for day-to-day administrative purchases. 

f) Any other financial matters   

None. 

 

     12)  Any other business by permission of the Chairman  

            None 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.29 

 

 

 

Stogumber Playground Association Meeting 

Held virtually on 14th January 2021 immediately after the Parish Council Meeting, commencing at 20.30 

(in the format to be presented to the next meeting for approval) 

 

PRESENT: 

Cllrs C Bramall (Chair), M Symes (Vice), T Vesey, C Matravers, A White, V Sellick. R Foster,  

C Morrison-Jones (clerk) 

 

 

1) To receive any apologies of absence 

Apologies received from Cllrs T Brick & G Tuckfield 

 

2) Public comments or questions  

None 

 

3) To approve the minutes of Playground Association meeting held on 12th November 2020 

The minutes were approved for signature by the Chairman as a true and accurate record of the  

previous meeting. The minutes will be signed when the playground association next meet in person 

 

4) Any matters arising from the minutes not covered below 

None 

 

5)            Playground upkeep:  

                                a)     The Annual Playground Inspection report 

Most issues that were identified by the inspection were graded as low risk and will be addressed by the  

regular scheduled maintenance.  

                                b)     Multi Play piece of equipment 

Thanks to Ben Sellick for removing the structure following safety concerns raised during the annual  

          inspection: this piece of equipment has now been dismantled and removed from the play area. 

Councillors need to think of a replacement piece for future purchase. It was agreed that future  

maintenance costs for any new equipment needs to be considered in addition to the  initial purchase  

cost. Once a firm quote is achieved then grants can be applied for. Councillors were tasked to identify  

pieces of equipment in local play areas that they think may be suitable to research further. 
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                                c)     Actions in regard to current Covid-19 regulations 

Government guidance states that play areas are allowed to remain open in this national lockdown. The  

signs are still in place with guidance for safe use and the routine inspections and spraying are still  

occurring.  

                                d)     Any other matters concerning playground upkeep 

    i. MS to send out the inspection rotas for 2021 to councillors. 

                                ii. The chain link fence at the top of the play area is thought to be owned by  

Magna. The wooden posts supporting the chain link are rotting away at the base and need replacing.  

The clerk was requested to contact Magna.   

 

6)            Finance: 

                         a)     Payments approved since the last meeting 

                         None 

                         b)    Amounts received 

                         None 

                         c)     Approve bank reconciliation 

                         No further bank statements have been received, so the reconciliation agreed at the  

                         November meeting showing £323.18 of available funds is still the most current 

                         d)     Charity Commission Annual Return 

                         The clerk reported that the annual return for the financial period ending  

                         31/03/2020 has been lodged with the Charity Commission on 17th December. 

                         The clerk brought to the councillors’ attention that if the charity has an annual  

                         spend or income in excess of £25,000 then an official audit is required by the  

                         Charity Commission, which would incur fees. This is a factor to bear in mind  

                         when considering the purchase / fundraising for a new piece of equipment in the  

                         future. 

 

7)           Any other business by permission of the Chairman 

          None 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.45 


