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Chair ………………………………….                  Date ……………………….. 

 

 

 

Minutes, Stogumber Parish Council Extra Ordinary Meeting 

Number 3 
Saturday 16th October 2021, commencing at 10.30 am 

Held at The Beacon Field, Stogumber 

 

Present: 

C Bramall (Chair), R Foster, C Matravers, V Sellick, T Brick, T Vesey 

C Morrison-Jones (clerk) 

 

 

1) To receive any apologies of absence 

Cllrs A White, G Tuckfield, M Symes 

 

2) Declarations of Interest/Dispensations  

            None 

 

3) Public comments, questions or suggestions 

            None 

 

4) Climate Emergency Fund projects: 

     a) Outdoor Hub:  

          i) To evaluate The Hub and formally accept the completion of the installation  

Councillors agreed that the Hub looked very good and was positioned perfectly to make the most 

of the Beacon Field. Morti Sport have agreed to rectify the slight damage caused to the Beacon 

Field entrance fence by their delivery vehicle. 

            Councillors resolved to accept the installation as complete and formally accepted the structure   

            from Morti Sport.  

          ii)  Insurance 

The clerk reported that the PC insurance brokers, BHIB, have confirmed that the Hub would fall 

under ‘street furniture’ for which the PC currently holds £30,000 cover. After consultation with 

the current asset list, councillors agreed that current level of insurance was sufficient to include 

the cover the Hub. 

                      iii) Finance 

           Payment approved of the second and final instalment, £8813.37 (inc VAT), to Morti Sport  

     b) Bio-diversity project: 

           i) To review the progress of the project to date 

An order has been placed for wild flower bulbs with Kingsdown Nurseries, £146.28.  

            Quotes are being accumulated for other aspects of the project with the next few months being the  

            ideal time for planting 

          ii) To consider proposed modifications to the project and re-consider the previously agreed  

               budget 

Councillors agreed that it would be sensible to slightly re-align the area of the new nutwood 

which would allow for easier future maintenance of the field. This will require a requote of the 

fencing for this area but should not attract a significantly different cost as broadly similar to what 
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was originally proposed. CB & TV to meet with the bio-diversity group to confirm the new 

layout. 

The cost of some aspects of the project have changed since the bid was placed with SCC. 

Revised projected costings were presented to councillors who agreed, in principle, the proposed 

revised budget and spend plan – noting that the tree spend may vary by a small amount following 

the gridding up of the area to allow for final calculations of number, and that swift boxes and 

associated installation costs have not yet been finalised. 

            On the figures available to date the project is projected to complete within the grant awarded to  

             the PC by SCC 

         iii)  Power scythe purchase 

Councillors agreed the group’s proposal of the revised specification of the scythe and approved in 

principle the purchase of such for £3720 (inc VAT). Consideration was also given to the forward 

potential liabilities surrounding this piece of equipment.  

The scythe is being purchased by the Parish Council for the biodiversity group to use. As such the 

power scythe will be the property of the PC and therefore so will the liabilities associated with the 

scythe.  

As part of the bid process, the biodiversity group has already agreed to be responsible for the 

maintenance of the scythe and ensuring that any repairs and servicing that are required to maintain 

the machine in a safe condition for use are carried out as required. It was noted that evidence of 

maintenance will have to be provided to the PC for its records. 

              In addition to the above, the other liabilities surrounding the equipment were discussed 

and the following was considered necessary: 

- Before the scythe is used the biodiversity group must carry out a full and detailed risk 

assessment for its safe and correct use. This risk assessment is required to be submitted to and 

approved by the Council prior to its first use. This risk assessment is to be reviewed annually (or 

more frequently if required) by the group and any review must also be approved by Council 

before any further use. 

- The keys for the scythe will be held by Council and must be requested by the group for 

each use. The recipient of the keys will be required to sign a log book recording the intended date 

and location of usage and agreeing that the scythe will be used according to the approved risk 

assessment and that the user/s are capable and able to safely use the scythe 

- The keys are to be returned to the Council at the end of each period of use signed for in the 

logbook when the keys were issue 

- The Council is to be informed as soon as practicably possible of any incidents involving 

the use of the scythe. Any incidents, injuries or damage to property, are to be recorded in the 

appropriate section of the scythe log book 

- The group must ensure that the scythe is stored according to the requirements expected by 

the Parish Council’s insurance company 

           iv)  Finance 

 Payment for wildflower plugs for £2095.20 (inc VAT) was approved to British Wild Flower     

 Plants 

 

 5)   Any other business by permission of the Chairman 

        None 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 11.10 


