
 

Minutes, Stogumber Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Thursday 9th March 2023, at the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

(in the format to be presented to the next meeting for approval) 

 

 

Present: 

Cllrs M Symes (Chairman), T Brick, J Foley, C Bramall, C Matravers, A White, V Sellick 

C Morrison-Jones (clerk)  

SC Cllr M Kravis  

 

Public speaking: 

No public present 

 

SWT & SC Cllr M Kravis: 

• Unity starts on 1st April 

 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies received from Cllrs N Browne and T Vesey, and SC Cllr C Lawrence 

 

2. Declarations of Interest/Dispensations 

C Bramall & A White – Beacon Field (as neighbours) 

 

3. Receive and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on   

            12th and 14th January, 4th and 18th February and 1st March 2023 

The minutes were approved by Members and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate 

record of the previous meetings. 

 

4. Any matters arising from the minutes not covered by the agenda items below 

The Village Shop – a company and committee has been set up. CRASH has offered a grant 

towards set up costs. 

 

5. Somerset Unitary 

Vesting day is 1st April 2023 

    

 6.   The Beacon Field:             

                a) Beacon repainting and securing 

                Project ongoing - waiting for better weather 

                b) Footpath from the car park 

                No quotes have yet been received for a survey 

                c) Replacement oak trees  

                The 3 replacement oak trees have been planted with stakes and shelters 

                d) Signage and inspections 

                 The clerk was requested to purchase a ‘use at your own risk’ sign. 

                 C Matravers offered to set up a template for regular inspections of the Beacon  

                 Field and car park. 

                 The PCs insurance company have advised that if the car park is to be used by              

                 Village Hall for its events, then both parties should carry out risk assessments. If  

 



                 overflow parking (on the grass, if car park is not sufficient) then the parking will  

                 need marshalling (with the relevant insurance in place). 

                 J Foley reported that last week drinks bottles were left in the hub and it was   

                 defaced with graffiti which needs removing / sanding back. 

                e) Tables in the orchard 

                 The Orchard Group have secured funding for a Blossom Day in May and hopefully  

                  new picnic tables in The Orchard. Councillors were happy for new benches (up to  

                  4) to be situated in The Orchard as long as at no cost to the PC.  

                f) Any other matters concerning the Beacon Field or car park 

                  - Councillors gave permission for a Blossom Day event to be held in The Orchard  

                  on Sunday May 14th, an event run by the Quantock Landscape Partnership  

                  Scheme in partnership with The Orchard Group.  

                   - C Bramall offered to approach the current tenant to see if he wanted the field for   

                   2023 

 

 7.   Highways / Footpaths 

                a) Previously reported matters concerning Highways or Footpaths 

                - C Matravers reported the issues mentioned last meeting on the SC portal 

                - The grip down Ashbeer not yet done but other have been inspected 

                b) Lighting along footpath through church yard 

                Installed at the beginning of February. The company were very good and good  

                feedback has been received from parishioners.   

                c) Tourism / Village facilities signs 

                No update to report from Highways 

                d) Any other matters concerning Highways or Footpaths 

                The ‘slow’ signs painted on the roads throughout the village still haven’t been  

                 repainted. Clerk to approach Highways 

 

SC Cllr M Kravis left the meeting at this point 

 

 9.   Planning: 

                  a)  Previously reported planning concerns 

                  None 

                  b)  Any other matters concerning planning  

                  None 

 

 10.   Finance 

                  a)  To approve bank reconciliation, 31.1.23 

                  Councillors resolved to approve the bank reconciliation, dated 31.1.23, of  

                  £22,941.77. £7000 of this balance is held in reserved funds. 

                  b)  Consider grant to Stogumber Playground Association 

                  Councillors resolved to award a grant of £100 to the playground association 

                  c)  Payments to approve  

                  Cheque payments 

                  C Morrison-Jones                                 £645.34              salary Feb & March 2023 

                  C Morrison-Jones                                    £37.15         expenses & reimbursements 

                  HMRC                                                 £91.52                                  PAYE & NI 

                  Triscombe Nursery                      £116.25                           3 x English oaks 

                   Stogumber Play Ground Association    £100.00                                             grant 

                   Lumen Eye Ltd                                    £1052.70                           footpath lighting                 



                  Debit card payments 

                  Viking office supplies                                   £16.52                         postage stamps     

                  d)  Amounts received  

                  4.1.23      P Tapp, grass let                                   £200.00 

                  1.2.23      HMRC, VAT reclaim                         £3972.40 

                  1.2.23      SCC, s171 application fee refund         £232.00 

                  e)   Unity Trust bank account application  

                  The initial online application has been completed and accepted by Unity Trust.  

                  Further documentation was signed by the account signatories and other requested  

                  identity documents gathered from the relevant councillors. A cheque for £500  

                  (made out to Stogumber Parish Council) was authorised to open the new Unity  

                  Account.   

                  f)   Approve transfer of funds and closing of NatWest savings account 

                  Cllrs approved the request to NatWest to move all the funds held in the savings  

                  account to the current account and then close the savings account. A letter  

                  directing such was signed by M Symes and T Brick. 

                  g)   Any other financial matters reported to the clerk prior to the meeting 

                  None 

 

11.   Audit 

                  a) Review Asset Register 

                  The Asset Register previously circulated to councillors was approved 

                  b) Review Internal Controls Document 

                  The Internal Controls Document previously circulated to councillors was  

                  approved as fit for purpose. 

                  c) Review Risk Management Document 

                  The Risk Management Document previously circulated to councillors was  

                  approved as fit for purpose. 

                  d) Appointment of Internal Auditor 

                  Cllrs resolved to appoint Mrs Katriona Smith as the internal auditor for the PC for  

                  the year 2022/23 

 

12.   Coronation celebrations 

Village Hall Committee are thought to be planning an event at the hall 

 

13.   Annual Parish Meeting 

Cllrs resolved to hold the APM on May 11th May at 7.30pm, immediately before the Annual 

Meeting of the Parish Council 

 

14.   Policies: Adoption of safeguarding policy 

The previously circulated draft Safeguarding Policy was adopted as presented 

 

15.   Items of report and matters for the next meeting 

None  

 

    

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.02 pm 


