
 

 

 

Minutes, Stogumber Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Thursday 29th September 2022, commencing at the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

(in the format to be presented to the next meeting for approval) 

 

 

Present: 

Cllrs M Symes (Chairman), T Brick, J Foley, C Bramall, V Sellick, C Matravers 

C Morrison-Jones (clerk)  

SCC Cllrs C Lawrence, M Kravis and B Revens (Leader of SCC) 

1 x members of the public 

 

Public speaking: 

• Concerns were raised regarding construction work being carried out at Cridlands who 

informed councillors that a case has been raised with the SWT Enforcement Team.  

 

The member of the public left the meeting at this point 
 

SCC Cllr C Lawrence: 

• LCN network date for this area is 10th Oct 10-4 at west somerset offices if you want ot 

have help doing the consultation response 

• The new Chief Executive of SCC, Duncan Sharkey, starts next Monday 

• Park & ride will now be £1 per person (single ticket) 

 

SCC & SWT Cllr Kravis: 

• SWT. Difficulty with staff retention & recruitment but district is still functioning 

• Council tax support scheme consultation has been launched for the new Unitary 

• Customer panel being established to ensure that residents are at the heart of the new 

council’s services 

 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies received from Cllrs A White and T Vesey and SWT Cllr S Griffiths 

 

The Chair reported that Cllr R Foster had tendered her resignation from the Parish 

Council earlier in the day, due to work and family commitments, which he had 

regretfully accepted. The PC recorded its thanks for Cllrs Foster’s contributions during 

her time as a councillor 

 

2. Declarations of Interest/Dispensations 

CB. Beacon Field  (as a neighbour) 

 

3. Receive and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on   

14th July and 20th August 2022 

The minutes were approved by Members and signed by the Chairman as a true and    

 accurate record of the previous meetings. 

 

 



 

 

Item 8 was brought forward to run after item 3 to allow SCC Cllr Revens to leave the 

meeting after its discussion. After item 8 had been discussed, the meeting then reverted 

back to its scheduled running order 

 

4. The Death of Queen Elizabeth II and the Accession of King Charles III 

The Parish Council’s sadness on the passing of Queen Elizabeth II on September the 8th 

was recorded, together with its celebration of the accession of King Charles III to the 

throne. 

 

5. Any matters arising from the minutes not covered by the agenda items below 

None 

 

 6.   The Beacon Field:  

                a) Beacon repainting and securing 

                This work is ongoing 

                b) The biodiversity project 

                The new fencing and gates are now complete and the only outstanding matter is the  

                construction and erection of the information board.  

                c) Footpath from the car park 

                Councillors resolved to progress the drawing of plans of a potential access slope 

                d) Hedge cutting 

                A new contractor has taken on the long arm cutter and will cut the hedges at an  

                appropriate time 

                e) Any other matters concerning the Beacon Field or car park 

              i)       the van left in the car park. The owner has left Stogumber but   

                        Chairman has spoken to the PCSO and it will be resolved 

ii) dog waste. CB offered to write an article for the Standard and post new  

          notices on the gate, If the problem persists then the PC may consider  

          making the field for dogs on leads only 

 7.   Highways / Footpaths 

                a) Previously reported matters concerning Highways or Footpaths 

                         i)  A second street light outside Slade Close on Station Road has now failed.  

                             Magna are aware and although progress is slow in getting them to organise  

                             the necessary repairs 

ii)  potholes on Ashbeer hill have been reported by the clerk and highways    

 have reported that the necessary repairs have been made 

                b) Raised footpath along Station Road 

                    The inside fence (the responsibility of the PC) has now been repaired. 

                    SCC confirmed on 4th August that their contractors will effect a repair to the both  

                    the timber post and rail fencing and timber post and steel tubular rail fencing at  

                    the top of the wall to ensure that this provides the containment/support required 

                    although a date for these works is yet to be set. 

 

                c) Lighting along footpath through church yard 

                    Councillors met with a solar lighting representative from a company that  

                    manufactures solar path lights. The lights are mounted into the path and fit flush  

                    to the path surface. The meeting assessed the impact of lighting units and the  

                    potential number of units required to light the path.  

                    As a result of the demonstration, it was felt that the best effect was achieved  



 

 

                    with lights spaced at 7-8 metre intervals which would require 14-15 lights to   

                    light the path (it was felt not necessary to light the first part of the path where it  

                    passes by the church as the lighting present is sufficient in that location). The  

                    lights with the ‘bat hats’ were thought to be most appropriate as they minimised  

                    light spill. 

                    Councillors agreed in principle to installing the lights at 7.5 metres apart and to  

                    pay the company to do the installation. 

                    The clerk was requested to pursue the necessary permit issues with SCC 

 

                d) Grit bin audit / winter salt supplies 

                    The PC has been asked by SCC to report on the grit bins in the parish to enable  

                     them to be refilled before winter. Councillors reported that they are all half full  

                     and the clerk was requested to pass this information to Highways  

                     The clerk has requested that Magna refill the bin at Deane Close 

                     No small bags of grit are needed (these are no longer supplied by Highways and   

                     would have to be purchased by the PC) 

 

                e) Any other matters concerning Highways or Footpaths 

i) Potholes in pull ins at top of Ashbeer (Pixies laughter to Hartrow).   

          Clerk to report 

8. Somerset Unitary: LCN consultation 

The Chair thanked SCC Leader Cllr Bill Revens for taking the time to attend the PC meeting 

and hear Councillors concerns 

       BR - Somerset covers such a large area. It is important that all partners work together for 

their communities. The Unitary needs to know what parishes think powers the LCNs should 

have, how should the parishes be grouped? Also consulting on the name - is Local 

Community Network the right name? 

So far have been noted that small rural parishes feel overshadowed by the larger town 

councils. The consultation is for ideas and information and there is not a predetermined 

solution. 

      CB- when does money start going to unitary not district – essential not to duplicate 

      BR- Vestment day is 1st April 2023- from then high level staff reducing ie only 1 chief 

executive rather than 5. Experience shows that other counties that have been through this 

process that it will take 5 years to ‘finish’ the process of transformation 

     TB - rural parishes have very different needs to towns. Smaller village populations needs 

nurturing and investments to retain the population. We are invested in our villages and we 

need a voice. How is it going to be ensured that social care is provided equally across the 

county? 

     MK- are you better and stronger together? Who as a parish do you feel more akin with – 

Taunton or West Somerset? 

     VS- Stogumber is not a retirement village; it wants to progress and retain its parishioners 

and young people. 

 

M Kravis & C Lawrence & B Revens left the meeting at this point 

 

Councillors resolved to submit a PC response to the consultation that reflects the opinions 

voiced at the meeting. Option B in the consultation document has more in common with 

Stogumber’s collective aims than the other 2 proposals. 

Clerk to draft a response to the consultation to be circulated for approval before submission. 



 

 

 

9. The Village Shop 

The village shop is likely to close in March unless a sale is progressing. The Post Office have 

to be given 3 months notice of change of ownership. 

The clerk was requested to investigate what PC powers are available and also to investigate if 

gaining the CiLCA qualification (and therefore the PC gaining the General Power of 

Competence) would be beneficial in these circumstances.  

 

10.   New Item of Playground Equipment 

Morti Sport completed installation on 16th September and it has been agreed that, post 

completion of the installation, the safety fencing will be left in place for few weeks to allow 

the new turf to settle in. 

The Parish Council’s insurers, BHIB, have been advised of the new piece of equipment and it 

has been added to the Parish Council’s asset list. This will not attract an increase in the 

premium payable by the Parish Council. BHIB have reminded the Parish Council of the need 

to obtain a satisfactory post installation inspection report before the equipment is opened for 

use and that weekly checks and an annual safety inspection will be required to ensure that the 

equipment remains safe to use. These requirements will be met by the Council by 

incorporating this new piece of equipment into the weekly checks of the play area and 

equipment already carried out by councillors and the annual inspection on the play area 

carried out by Fields in Trust. 

The post installation safety inspection (carried out on 21st September) has identified two 

issues that require referring back to the installer – the ties securing the grass matting and 

incorrect tensioning of the upper part of the net. 

The final invoice for Morti Sport has been settled (less 15% of the total invoice retention 

agreed that would be withheld until a clear post installation inspection is achieved) by the PC. 

Upon issuing the final invoice, Morti Sport demanded a 1% addition to the total if payment 

were made by cheque. This had not previously been advised and the Parish Council does not 

have facility to pay by bank transfer.  

Councillors resolved not to pay this 1% surcharge as it had not been advised of any surcharge 

when entering into the contract with Morti Sport, and the previous instalment for the project 

had been paid by cheque. 

Councillors also resolved that the final payment of the retained 15% should only be paid once 

a satisfactory safety report has been achieved and that ant costs incurred as a result of any re-

inspections should be borne by Morti Sport.  

 

 11.   Planning:  

                 a) Planning application: 

                     Consider application 3/31/22/011.  

                     Erection of a two storey rear extension and formation of vehicle access  

                     hardstanding (resubmission of 3/31/22/001)  

                     Cridlands, Kingswood, Stogumber, Taunton, TA4 3TP 

                     Councillors resolved that its comments for the previous application applied to  

                     this current application  

                  b) Any current planning concerns  

                      The PC is aware that a parishioner has raised an enforcement issue regarding  

                      construction work at Cridlands and requested that the clerk contact   

                      Enforcement at SWT to request that these concerns are comprehensively and  

                      expeditiously investigated. 

 



 

 

                  c) Previously reported planning concerns 

                      None 

                  d) Any other matters concerning planning  

                       None 

  

  12.   Finance 

                  a) To approve bank reconciliation, 31.7.22 

                      Councillors resolved to approve the bank reconciliation, dated 31.7.22, of  

                      £35,354.84 

                      £5,805.64 of this balance is held in reserved funds. 

                  b) Consider grant to Stogumber Playground Association 

                       No grant required at this point in time 

                  c) Payments to approve  

Cheques: 

C Morrison-Jones                   £610.27 Salary & expenses 

HMRC                                            £61.80 PAYE 

PKF Littlejohn                   £240.00 External auditor fees 

C Moss                            £1.700.00 Fencing, footpath along Station Road 

D T Hutchins                            £1,436.06 Fencing, Beacon Field. Bio diversity project 

SALC                                           £193.84 Annual affiliation fee 

Morti Sport & Play Ltd               £6153.00     2nd invoice, less 15% of the total cost 

The Playground Inspection Co     £360.00     Post installation inspection report 

Payments made since the previous meeting 

Cheques: 

A Cornish Construction                     £210.00            porta loo hire          

Debit card: 

Milverton Sawmill £80.35            9.8.22.     woodchip 

Milverton Sawmill £80.35          18.7.22.     woodchip 

Water2business           £20.29          13.9.22      trough, Beacon Field 

                  d) Amounts received 

Grant towards new piece of play equipment  18.7.22                                   £750.00 

Tesco Groundworks, grant for play equipment 2.8.22              £500.00 

SWT, 2nd half of precept                                            13.9.22                                 £9,500.00 

                  e) Consider changes to authorised signatories to the PC bank accounts 

                     Current authorised signatories are C Bramall, C Matravers, M Symes and  

                     G Tuckfield.   

                     Councillors resolved to update the mandate to remove G Tuckfield as a  

                     signatory and add J Foley & T Brick as authorised signatories  

                  f) Any other financial matters reported to the clerk prior to the meeting 

                      None 

 

13.   Audit 

                  a) Conclusion of audit 

                      The clerk reported that she had received the completion of audit paperwork  

                      from PKF Littlejohn and they had completed section 3 of the AGAR as follows 

                      “On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and  

                      Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1  

                      and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters  

                      have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and  

                       regulatory requirements have not been met.” 



 

 

                      The clerk confirmed that the conclusion of audit certificate and AGAR sections         

                      1,2 and 3 have been displayed on the Parish Council page of the website and  

                      village noticeboards as required. 

                  b) Option to opt out of the SAAA central external auditor appointment  

                      arrangements 

                      Councillors resolved not to opt out of the SAAA central auditor appointment  

                      arrangements 

 

14.   Governance Documents Review: 

                 a) Standing Orders 

                     Councillors resolved to adopt the draft Standing Orders as presented 

                 b) Financial Regulations 

                     Councillors resolved to adopt the draft Financial Regulations as presented 

 

15.   Parish noticeboard at Capton 

        The PC noticeboard is deteriorating, and replacement / repair needs to be considered.  

        The clerk was requested to investigate pricing for a new glass fronted board 

        Village noticeboards - CM offered to get 2 additional sets of keys cut for noticeboards in  

         village 

 

16.   Chair’s Award for Service to the Community 2022/23 

        Councillors resolved to nominate C Bramall for the award. CM offered to write the   

        nomination on behalf of the PC 

 

17.   Items of report and matters for the next meeting  

• Following the resignation of Cllr Foster, if no call for election is received by Somerset 

West and Taunton by 20th October, the Parish Council will be able to fill the casual 

vacancy at the next meeting 

• Election of a Vice chair to be an agenda item at the next meeting 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 22.25 

 

 

 

 

Stogumber Playground Association Meeting 
Held on 8th September 2022, at the Village Hall 

Commencing at 22.25 

(in the format to be presented to the next meeting for approval) 

 

Present: 

Cllrs M Symes (Chairman), T Brick, J Foley, C Bramall, C Matravers, V Sellick 

C Morrison-Jones (clerk)  

 

1. To receive any apologies for absence 

            Apologies received from Cllrs A White and T Vesey 

 

 



 

 

2. To approve the minutes of Playground Association meeting held on 14th July  

            2022 

The minutes were approved by Members and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate 

record of the previous meeting 

 

3. Any matters arising from the minutes not covered below 

None 

 

4.          Playground upkeep:  

                         a)     New piece of equipment 

                                 As reported at the PC meeting, installation of the new piece of         

equipment is complete but the equipment safety fencing currently remains in place. The 

equipment will not be bought into use until a clear post installation inspect report has been 

achieved. The clerk advised that Fields in Trust have been advised of the new piece of 

equipment and it will be added to the annual safety inspection. 

                         b)     Woodchip 

Two loads of woodchip, paid for by the Parish Council, have been delivered and spread under 

the equipment that needed a top up 

 

                         c)     Any other matters concerning playground upkeep 

                                 i) the weekly playground inspection rota needs adjusting now that Cllr 

Foster has left the PC 

                                ii) the pyramid climbing net needs adding to the weekly inspection sheet 

 

5.            Finance: 

                         a)     Payments to approve 

               None 

                         b)     Amounts received 

               None 

                         c)     Approve bank reconciliation 

               As there had been no financial movement within the account since the previous  

               meeting the previously approved bank reconciliation dated 31.3.22 of £227.96 is  

               still correct 

 

6. Any other business by permission of the Chairman 

None 

 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 22.41 


