
   

 

  
 

Minutes, Stogumber Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Thursday 9th September 2021, commencing at 7.30pm 

at Stogumber Village Hall 

 

(in the format to be presented to the next meeting for approval) 

 

Present: 

Cllrs C Bramall (Chair), M Symes (Vice-Chair), V Sellick, T Vesey, T Brick, C Matravers, R Foster 

C Morrison-Jones (clerk) 

1 x member of the public  

 

 

1) To receive any apologies for absence 

None received 

 

2) Declarations of Interest/Dispensations  

CB - Beacon Field 

 

3) Public comments, questions or suggestions 

At least twice a week a motorbike is roaring through the village in the early hours (3-5am). 

Can the PC do anything? 

Councillors were aware of the issue, but this does not fall within the powers of the Parish 

Council. It was suggested that it needs to be reported on each incident to build up a 

log/record.  The clerk was asked to report the concerns to PCSO Sue Thompson 

 

The member of the public left the meeting at this point 

 

4) District and County Councillor reports 

None 

 

5) Minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 8th July and 10th July 2021  

The minutes were approved by Members and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate 

record of the previous meetings. 

 

6) Any matters arising from the minutes not covered by the agenda items below 

None 

 

7) Somerset Governance  

The SoS has decided that the ‘One Somerset’ Unitary bid was the successful proposal for the 

future governance of Somerset and work now starts to prepare for the formation of the new 

authority which will be holding elections to the shadow authority in May 2022, in preparation 

for transition in May 2023. The PC has been invited to join a meeting on 7th October with the 

Somerset Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) Programme team to learn more about the 

transition in Somerset 

 

8) Future Parish Council elections 

SALC is consulting on future election dates - whether the 2023 Town and Parish Council 

elections should be moved forward to 2022 so that they can remain in sync with the Principal 

Authority elections going forward 

Councillors resolved to respond to SALC they agreed with the proposal to move elections 

forward to 2022 to align with County elections 

 



   

 

  
 

9) Opening up safely grants 

SALC are administering ‘opening up safely’ grants to make to make community facilities 

COVID-19 secure and to reconnect communities on behalf of SCC which are open to all 

parish and town councils. 

Councillors resolved to contact village groups and draw together an application to be 

submitted in September 

 

10) The Beacon Field:  

                      a) Electric car charging point 

             As no progress has been made with potential funding streams, councillors resolved to put this  

             project on hold for the time being unless another funding opportunity becomes apparent 

          b) Any other matters concerning the Beacon Field or car park 

 None 

 

     11)     Climate Emergency Fund 

           a) Project updates 

i) The Outdoor Hib: 

Fabrication is complete and the structure is scheduled for delivery to the Beacon Field in mid-

September with installation due for mid-October. Councillors expressed concerns regarding 

the materials being on site for a long period before installation and the clerk was requested to 

confirm with Morti Sport that the hub is their responsibility until it is fully installed and 

formally handed over to the PC. 

ii) The biodiversity project  

It is understood that the group are preparing the tree purchasing list ahead of the winter 

planting season 

           b) Carbon Literacy course 

CB attended this virtual course and provided a brief update to councillors 

 

     12)   Highways / Footpaths 

                      a) Previously reported matters concerning Highways or Footpaths 

              i) leak on Hill Street 

             Wessex Water have advised me that the CCTV survey done in June identified a break in the  

              pipe which is calcified and letting ground water in to the sewer. There is also root ingress  

              and it is intended to reline the pipe when resources allow – there is no date yet to do this at  

              present. The tests on the leaking water on the road gave no indications of ammonia, so not  

              indicative of raw sewage. 

              The clerk was requested to contact Highways to see if they can put pressure on Wessex  

              Water to complete repairsas there are concerns that with winter coming it will ice up 

              ii) grips on Ashbeer Hill-still not done 

              iii)  rail and concrete fence damage at Vellow-still not done 

                      b) Raised footpath and fencing along Station Road 

               Fencing. Within the conservation area and in the curtilage of a listed building. The clerk has  

               received confirmation from SW&T planning that if the inside fence on the raised footpath is  

               replaced ‘like for like’ then no permission is required 

               Councillors resolved to endevour to use creosoted posts so that the replacements posts last.   

               MS offered to approach C Moss to obtain quote 

               Land registry searches have not revealed the ownership of the path and retaining wall to the  

               right (as you look from Station Road) of the church path exit. The clerk has reported the  

               crumbling wall to Highways highlighting the H&S risk to both vehicles and pedestrians. 

               No response from Highways yet received on this request, nor the request to repair the outer  

               footpath fence from the last meeting. 

 



   

 

  
 

                      c) Parking in the square and roads 

            The car parking in the square outside the pub and church id owned by the PC. There is  

            signage in place saying that it is for short term parking only but is being used for long term  

            parking by residents. Whilst during Covid, when village businesses were shut, it wasn’t  

            having a negative impact it is now preventing people accessing the shop and pub, both for  

            customers and large delivery lorries gaining access.  Councillors agreed that an article in the  

            Standard to remind parishioners that now the shop & pub are now re-opened and it is  

            important that the parking is available for the users. 

                      d) Untidy village kerbs  

            Vegetation is overgrowing a lot of the village kerbs. The clerk was asked to investigate the  

            possibility of a contractor to spray certain areas next year before weeds start to grow.   

 

R Foster left meeting at this point 

 

                      e) Any other matters concerning Highways or Footpaths 

            i) VS - Vexford /Pound Hill – a lot of overhanging trees. PC to approach landowners 

           ii) Hi Line are going to be cutting back branches overhanging the powerlines in Station Road  

               shortly 

 

     13)   Planning:  

                      a)  Any current planning concerns  

             i)  Two applications to be considered at planning meetings later this month, scheduled for  

                  11th & 25th September 

             ii) Springwater Farm appealed (and won) against National Park’s refusal   

                      b)  Previously reported planning concerns 

             None 

          c)  Planning applications responded to under delegated powers since the last 

meeting 

None 

 

      14)   Finance 

                      a) To approve bank reconciliation 

              Councillors resolved to approve the bank reconciliation, dated 30.7.21, of £42,866.70. 

              £18,604.48 of this balance is held in reserved funds 

          b) Payments to approve  

Cheque payments: 

C Morrison-Jones           £617.55     Salary, Aug & Sept 2010, and expenses 

HMRC                                    £59.60     PAYE  

Stogumber Village Hall £20.00     Hall hire  

SALC                             £195.47     Affiliation fee 

Debit card payments: 

9.9.21     Staples                    £21.61     Postage stamps     

12.7.21   HM Land registry    £9.00      Land registry searches  

                c) Amounts received 

      None 

                d) Fundraising for new playground equipment 

      The clerk reminded councillors that the playground association insurance covers liability but  

      does not cover damage to the equipment. As any new equipment will represent a significant  

      investment of funds. The PC insurers have confirmed that if the PC owns the new piece of  

            equipment and it appears on its asset list, then it will be covered under its insurance policy.    

            the clerk therefore suggested that the PC funds and owns the new equipment. 

     Councillors resolved to be the body for raising funds, to be led by association for  



   

 

  
 

 

      specifications and choice of equipment, and PC to retain ownership of equipment and it  

      appear on its asset list in the future to enable it to be covered by PC insurance 

      One quote for a spiderweb type net climber (4m high net, installed complete with grass safety  

      matting = £12,500 ex VAT. 6m high, installed complete with grass safety matting = £20,100  

      ex VAT) has been received and another is anticipated.  

          e) Any other financial matters   

 None 

 

      15)    Any other business by permission of the Chairman  

              None 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.20 

 

 

 

 

Minutes, Stogumber Playground Association Meeting 
Held on 9th September 2021, commencing at  

At Stogumber Village Hall 

 

(in the format to be presented to the next meeting for approval) 

 

Present: 

Cllrs C Bramall (Chair), M Symes (Vice-Chair), V Sellick, T Vesey, T Brick, C Matravers 

C Morrison-Jones (clerk) 

 

 

1) To receive any apologies for absence 

Cllr R Foster 

 

2) Public comments or questions  

None 

 

3) To approve the minutes of Playground Association meeting held on 8th July 2021 

The minutes were approved by Members and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate  

record of the previous meeting. 

 

4) Any matters arising from the minutes not covered below 

None 

 

5)            Playground upkeep:  

                        a)     New piece of equipment 

Awaiting more quotes. It was agreed, at this point, a 4metre high spider net appeared to be the  

most appropriate.   

                        b)     Any other matters concerning playground upkeep 

Woodchip under swings needs raking back as children have made hollows. TV offered to do  

this during his weekly inspections this month 

 

6)            Finance: 

                         a)     Payments to approve 



   

 

  
 

Fields in Trust         play ground liability insurance   £73.00 

C Moss                      fuel reimbursements                      £64.60 

                         b)     Amounts received 

12.7.21 SPC grant £300.00 

                         c)     Approve bank reconciliation 

Councillors resolved to approve the bank reconciliation, dated 30.7.21, of £408.07 

 

7)           Any other business by permission of the Chairman 

        None 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.30 


